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refuiall to perform the things formerly mentioned, the Presbyte- 
ries arc ordained not-to admit them'to at as Elders 1n the Sls | 
-terie» Theſe cenſures that concern removing from places and truſt, 
are derermined in regard of Elders in Presbyteries, and Expectants s 
to preach or catechize in Families or Congregations, or have Byr- "va | < 
{ares;for both theſe (:f chey do nor condeſcend to the former con- ' 
ditions). mult nojuftly be removed Fan! the Elger from * 


- ficengin the Presbyterie, che Expetant from his -preaching or ca- | 
techizing, or burſaric. Concerning Minilttrs they, are not ſo ex- | 
prefſe, but leaveit to Presbyteries, t0 proceed according to the de- 
-oree of the offence ;z yet ſo, as there be wat Swedes for their 
ſoſpenfion or depoſition; yea far more, becauſe they! not onely ap- 
point cenſures equivalent to che ſuſpenſion 'or depoſition, of Mini- 
ſters upon Expectdnts and Elders, , and have gone before by their 
own exainple, ſuſpending ſome Miniſters, and depoſing others :. but 


do ordain Presþyteries and Provifciall -Aflemblies |, to call before 
them all perſons rhat'do not acknowledge that Aſſembly ar Dun- 
d:e, and. to cenſure chem z, and do alſo in the aging of the firſt 


: . 4 ”- 


- Atdeclare, That all ver{otis who proteſt againſt, and decline the -. | 
authoricy of the Generall Aſſembly,are cenſurable by che Ads and y 
Conſtitutions of this Kirk, with the higheſt cenſures of this Kirk 3  — 


and in the body thereof do declare , That the two Ats bf the AG | 
. ſembly at G/«ſgow 1638. (The firſt whereof ordains Presbyteries 
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not onely to be extended againſt Miniſters cenſured at 'Daundve,. 
but alſo apainſt allchoſe;;char oppoſe the Publick Reſolutions - 
thereof. .  / _-* | 6:5h TFT 
The cenſures'that relatento. Cir 
on, are deſigned im the frlt AA, which ſtrikes equally againſt all- 
E perſons whatſoever, who-are'Church-members, Miniſters,Elders, - 
; - Expectants and Profeſſors , who if they do not acknowledge that 
Aflembly at D #ndee, are appointed to be cited and cenſured accor- 
din to the degree of their contempt and obſt nacy. againſt che Ads” 
of this Kirk, and'if they oppoſe the Reſolutions, or do not ac- * 
quieſce tothe Acts and Conſtitutions ofthat Aſſembly, then'to be 
proceeded againſt and cenſured according to theſe As at Glaſgow = 
* which are extended unto them” ;/now che not acknowledging or 
declining the authority of the Aſſembly is 'in their conſtruRtion in 
the beginning of this AQ, cenſurable with the higheſt cenfures of 
the Kirk, according to the Acts and Conſtitutions of this Kirk, _ 
and che oppoſing of the Publick Reſglutions,or:the not acquitcing 
to the Acts and Coaltitutions of the Aﬀembly at D«ndee, istobe* 
1. cenſured with the cenſures contained.in the Attat Gla{gow, Dec. - 
"R-" 18. Sef 28-1638. Thusall the Migiſters, Elders and ExpeRants in 
: the Church of Srorlend, who donotacknowledge that Aﬀlembly,- 
or oppoſe the Reſolutions thereof, or.do nor acquieſce toghe' Acts» 
and Conftitutions thereot, are tobe laid afide; diſcharged, falenced, / 
| . fuſpended or depoſed; yea.all the Miniſters, Elders, ExpeRangs and - 
| Profeſlors in the Church of Scorlaud, who do not acknowledge 
that Aſſembly,or who do oppoſe the Reſolutions thereof, or who+ 
do not acquieſce to the Acts and Conſtitutions thereof, are, made 
 lyable to excommunication, if after conference they do not receive+ | 
atisfaction. _ | re SY 


| ; 


Fcom what is already aid it do h. appear who are the perſons 


38 to the mareer of their ſuppaſed oftzpee} re to be ceaſured, I 
all onely adde , thats to their reall qualificat on, and c4rriages: 
the Work of Reformation, or ſcandalous or looſe io their conver» 
F 8 ſation, but ſuch. as have been zealous thereof, and Faithfull therein 
> bs from the beginning,and blameleſſe in thei converſation,and cannoes 
; acknowledge that Afſembly, nor acquielce to the'Adts aud Confti> 
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to proceed wirh the cenſures of the Kirk to excommunication) ave oo ' 


to.Church-fellowſhip and communi-' - - 
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| {wafion 'in - rhewſelves,, that th&y do hereirt walk according to: - 
WE” (rincy ſound principles, to depart from wil iS wercbut to involve 
= themſelves in the common defection witheeth ers. - | 
®Þ - perſons are ſd qualified in their cart] ogero th the Py Publick 
Wc. in'their converſation , ſo for their numbe hey 
K _ greatpart of thEgodly i inthe Landawherher Min ſiers ters ; By: 
AD peRtants or Profefiors. 


+ An did and Overtare of the | eral 4: E; 
- "ſembly, for't the Peace aq ni Bigg” 4o.... 
[ - | Bairgh a6, 169 2 Pilnbtgie, Seff18. "2 | 


= My rao Aﬀecmb! Scion ly: affsed with fe of 
'Y the-mary and ſadevils& ca ore that have already ariſen 
A © *both to Kirk af State within this E ſe. 

*- © ons nd dMeBor amongſt Migif ] 
=. &* of Godn'thi: Grey nog 
W « yet follow,ro the over- throWir 
* mation; which theLord,inhis great ind ſpecial 
* ſed toſet up amongſt us, havi AN t © ther | 
« culties a<&oppoſirions ) and Fo the lik 
yu and deſolat, if theſe nn 


es * creaſe 9 frheſe doifions ah makir 
ing fr reſolved for obraii 
cſi [ehefſe and moderatii 
** without yiohtion of Trar! 1,0 
© yernment and Courts of T| | 
" "Brethren of the Minif er [anda 
"* have (en ths Jies ro Fs 
udicatories of the 
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tion whit Beeghren Av of che Spirit ig 3 he bond gs 
Peace, q 


5 Therefore, br ogg ov and demonſtration of theic = 


*eal inteptions & fine IF Purpo e about the premilſes,as they bave 
& already, 0700s of thei wmber commilſioyared for for that effect, 
ge exe. 0 A grad to ſome of theſe their Piffent3 ing Brer 


*thren,who were herein che rxime of theAdembly,ſo W.apain do. 


*« Degare and make offer by this preſent AR, Thar the four Bree 
"*hren,whoJby the preceding Geaeral Aſsembly at S. Andrews and 
© Deendee,were upon ſpeciall conlideration juſtly ceoſured, for por 


&t op declini e Authority chereof {hal 
be. {tl _ by Jy «mpg ay w 


ure ſhall be Spd on 


bh 1650 preachin ng, writing, Or any ne wotat? og TIS —_ . 
«<{embly doch Declare and mal poof ue: all ſuch as did concur in, 
* Of have. brco artery unto the. Proteſtation and Declinatour ar 
gainſt-rhe Aﬀer at &, eAndreWs and Dprace, and weremet 
co nr ſhall be free from whatſoever cenſure might ! have been 
© inflicted by any A of che {aid Any, , and thatno ſuch AR 
& ſhall have ay force againſt chem hereafter.in any Jugi a 
** echis Kit apr pro no cenſure ſhall be inflided on chew for ch; 
Ee ep ene 
ent oviding they FRETIPIE: 0* 
Ou reds time, -and after the 5 rhereia ſpecitied- 
| And Fr yrokecion of this- purpoſe, the +Generall Aſlembly 
Peng lat veral Presþyterjes or Synods of ch's Kick a9 gorlgnt 


£4 4 +. his offer, with'the Proviſions therein contained unto alj ſuch perr | 
BY 8 *ſons as ate baſprotncarioned within the bounds re] pettive: And 
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DEP BROS C1 NI REO SIY IÞ 
* incaſe the plurality of Presbyreries or Synods ſhal refiiſe to *pro-- - 


© ound theſame,the Aflembly doth warrand ſuch Brethren as ac- 
©*nowledge the A uthority of theſe Aflemblies,to propound them: 
©:nd,having. mad e report of their diligence and ſucceſſe therein to 


. ©rhe next enſuing Quarterly Meeting of the Commiſſion of the | 


©*Kirk, if they be chen fitting, thereafcer to do as they finde 
«© by the Rule of the Word of GOD, and the Kats and 
« Conſtitutions of General! Aſſemblies of this Kirk, to be moſt ne- 
* ceffary and conducible for prefervation-of truth', for procuring 
* the Peace and welfare of the Kirk , and maintenance of rhe Au- 

<thotity 'of the Aſſemblies thereof, as they wilt be anſwerable to 
_ ©'the next Generall Aſſembly ; And recommends unto then to 


© take advice of the Commiſſion of the Kirk for their proceeding . 


©*i/n any matter of imporrtarce of this kinds, © 
* *® And now the Generall Aﬀem ly having out of: tender affe- 
«©&ion toward their Brerhren, and fincere defire of unity and con- 
* cord with chem in the Lord,and for the'Lord; condeſcended unto 


this moderation and meekneſſe”,'do obteſt all 'and every one of - 
*©rhem in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, and expe, as they tender the | ,; 
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© wirhour and within, raking advantage'of our diviſions and: di- 


*\{traQions are [abouring to ſubvert?) and as they love the eſta- 


*blithing and promoving of the Kingdom” of Chriſt in this Land; 


« and will be anſwerab'e to him-in the great Day,rhat they would, 


&© accepting of this offer of lsve; return unto unity with their Bre- 
« thren in-their ſeverall reſpeAive places and Judicatories,and con- 
cur ih arnunanimous way, for preſerving” and promoving the 
«Work of Reformation'in all the parts thereof} and for eleting of 
« Commiſſioners to the next enſuing Generall Aſſembly. And if 
- © rhey ſhall (refuſing to accepr this offer )continue to holdup the 
« diviſions, the Aﬀembly leaveth it to the \Jadgement of 'all the 
© Kirks of Chriſt abroad,to bear witneſle if we have not fairhfully 
© endeavoured for our part, to heal our-preſent breaches; and if we 
< ſhall not befree of the guutt7of 'the ſad conſequences that may 


*come to the Work and-people of Godin this Tand,by continued . 
"3; rb 1 4, provertl ” EY TT = l 
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Pf ans: for the ſubſtance of it: (as is hinted-in the Pa- 
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per it ſelf ') was in the time of the fitting of that Aſſembly / 
communicated ina Conference by ſome of the Members thereof in 
the name of the reſt, unto ſore who were ſent from the-Mecting\ 
of theſe who differ from the Publick Reſolntions, and being repor=- 


' ted by theſe Brethren unto the reſt of their number ; was taken'in 


NGA and reaſons-then-given (which-are herewith prin-. 
red) ſhewing the unlatisfaRorineſle thereof,and why-it could not / 
be embraced; which reaſons, are till in force: I ſhall therefore now 
only deſice.cheſe two things to_ be taken notice. of in this Over, 
cure. Is That notwithſtanding of all the. Solemne profeſſions of | 


reall-intentions and, ſincere pngeſe® - of peace and. of meekneſs,. 
sentleneſs, moderation and condeſcendence, which, are contained; 


in this and others of their Papers , yet. they nor onely, zuſtific, and. 


hold faſt all.cheir former -grounds and proceedings: in reference to; 
themſclves and their own judgments , but impole them alſo upon 
their Brethren | (. who differ from them. , and have been ſo much 
ſtumbled therewith - ) as the onely mean of healing and of Peace. 


- And therefore. in reference to'whart is paſt, whoſoever  have-con-. 


KJ curred io, or been acceſſory ro, the Proteſtarion againſt theſe two 


by Aflemblies,muſt paſſe from the ſame judicially under their hands, 


between and the ſecond Wedneſday of November nextenſuing 


 * in theirdeverall Presbyteries or Synods reſpettive, and in order to 


the Publick Reſolutions , muſt give aſſurance in; manner. foreſaid, 
that they ſhall forbear to ſpeak: or; to teſtifie any more againſt the 
fin of theſe which. they expreſſe, by forbearing to hold up rviſons 


{it | 


by debates,abour matrers of our late differences ſince the Aﬀembly 


' 1650-: in preaching,writings or any otherwiſe, and in reference to 
- -what is to.come,the Ads of the Aﬀembly at Dundee,for coſurng 


of all theſe, who donor og ole, the Conſtitution of; chat Af 
ſembly,or-who do. oppoſe cheReſolurions,or who do not acknow- 
ledge the ARts and Conſtirutions thereof , ſtand unrepealed ; 20 
which,a new onein this Aﬀeml ly at Edinburgh is added, excluding 

all Expectants:and Ruling Elders, who refuſe Fac copptoas con=. 
tained in this Overtute., When I think upon theſe things, I. can 
not but; call ro.minde and lay. before others tro whom Ynion-and 
Peace ( which is ſo much pleaded bod pretended )) may and ought, 
ty. | Wis 4 SIDE: to 
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| > heb thefs gi Mk nber 
Worm (yummy their AXs and Overtures a 
ferences ; to wit, 41! the Reverend Brethren [pak 


Y blickly in qrhat 1 
ob whilſt thi 


for Fein, 


but T phink/ Wo ave very - like Phoſe'in Miceb, who ory Ree, pete 
and: birewithrbiir 1oerh, Micah 3:'v4 oi 0 
+ Secondly;' The praice of our Prelates in Scotland, who after 


they ha& uſurpe& ypon the Church; and*broughtin 
corruptions did aggravate & cry 
ſchiſme;and much plead for;ard 
union ayd'peace,that the Church might yo rengthened 


make great 


common enemy;* by-whom it was threarned wirtr great d 
againſt whom they did profetſe much ez}, but ſo'as they did alway 


hold'faſt their corruptions, and go on herein. from yi 


many of their 
out of all the evils of diviſions,and 
feffions wi: dclire of 


waink che - 


nger,and 


ear to-year, 


and would nor. yeeld to ary orher grounds of union and! peace, bur 


ſuch as did ickide the ek fins of,-and fubj 
thovity and proceedings; and yer did alwayes charge 


mo their au- 
their Brethren 


who did beat reft:mony againſt their defeRion, and 'conld not be 
conſenting to their courſes,a; men of unpeaceable diſpoſitions, and 
rurbulent Irits, who'would rather tend the Church'of-G O'D, 
ang fill all with confuſion apt divifion,, before rhey-did'nor ſatis fie 
their own proud.and contentions humours, in ſtriving: ( as they . 
alledped” ) abour things ©( of no great conſquence.)) relating to 


Church Policy, when there” wasng. di 
 Acing; who fo pleaſes torbok'y 
Aﬀemb 
party's 
concerni1 
that was ariſen am 
they <revinfed leogth, 
fare fay th 

thren whoſe \#-Rions were e 
fatld anduniforme counſets.an 
of the conigon enemy, and fo, 
and ſhifts ro, enter ito the” 


Pate 
t danger increaſes by 


at Li: 


W1608, will: 
0 prevaile 


in'that Aflembly;, 
rhe Miniftery 


holding ir f path 
, the more dan crQU$, DEcA 


andundermine the \ ane * 
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ore ce iyith His ſubt 
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the "nouriſhing of 1 
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difference” in matters of Do- 
pon the records of hat corrupt 
d thar the Prelates and- their 
make” agreat | deabFof noiſe 
tic {rations po diverſity of fudgme 


ents 


* firſt of theſe 


ant there+ 


"tt ſuffers 0t the Bre- 
- he fubrite praRices 


is fi le crafts 


of the Brethren, even ſo the.cure was the {ndynty ang ad has 


ttily 
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againſt others inany times, 
_ in Cur1'sT, as 


—_— 


A : 


GOD, and Preachersof peac 


the arguments taken from the 'benefire of umon and:peace,: andthe 


fad conſequences, and birter truits of diftraQion-and-divifiong and 


| the ſmall importance of rhe things which were then in queſtion 2+ 


moneſt Brerhren did prevail-with many of the Miniſtery;:\not'anly 
to-engape themſcives in a:ſolemn way in the Afſembly; and in their 
Presbyrerics, with holding up of their hands-to lay-down; andicaſt 
away all-grudge and rancour that.any! of them did bear at.anovher; 


an to mamtain uniondf hearts and aff=ftions, and ro continue in 


mutvall friendſhip and holy amicyin G OD, as becomes the Px- 
ft>rs of the Kirk of -Chriſt;(which was aching in ir ſeif very good 


and'commendable;)- butalſo to be filent inall marcers of dfference 


abour the Government *and Diſcipline of the Kirk; by whudkic | 


eame'to/paſſe; leſt they ſhould thereby hinder union-and peace, and 
weaken joynt endeavours _ the common enemy, tharwhillt 
che-Shepheards-were ſung aſleep, the fox: fit! | 

che vines, © whichmay give warning to-allithe Miniſters, Elders-and 
Mcrabers-0f this Church who-defire to have the work of Reforma» 
fiorpreſerved/in purity; and/promoved in power, that chey be'nor: 
avtheir fathers'and'Predeceſlors not long ago, charmed/ineo fuletice: 
by che ſer ſongs of union and / peace; unrill ehey'be'cliemed'our- 
ofthe precious Truch; and: pure Ordinances'of'G-O'Dz burthie 


_ they takenotice'oh and reliſt the beginnings of evill; by refalivg es) 


che foxes came in and deſtroyed. 
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becauſe ofthis, be cryed our on, as the troublers of {/-acl, 
bs-rheſe-who weaken the hands of the Church againſt the com- 4 
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© Won enemy, by.conrending about things of no great importance.” 
- . _ *#FTheother thing which 1take notice of in this. Overture is, that 


Motwithſtanding the authors and approvers thereof charge the © 
Proteſters with laying of the grourids of ſeparation, and for making - 
= --. pood their charge, -do amongſt other grounds alledge, that hon | 
” _ __, theybebuttheſmallerand the fewer namber;they take upon them 
 . __*: tojudgeandattin the things of the Church, and toexerciſe juriſ- ' 
 _—=- digionandauthonty over their Brethren : Yet in this Overture 


of fewer number in Presbyteries. or -Synods who acknowledge the 
authority of theſe two Aſſemblies at Dxngdee and Edinburgh, be= 
cauſe both inthe matter of propounding: the Nverture, and in the - 
_marter of. reporting of diligence, ahd-+1n after doings; the ſame 
__. things arecommitted and intruſted 'to-the fewer or ſmaller number 
which are committed &intruſtedto the whole, or greater part ofthe 
A Presbytery or Synod. It is true that they ordain them-to do as they 
_ - fid by the rule of theWord;and the Acts. and Conſtitutions of the 
Ei Gen: Aﬀemblies of rhis:Kirk to he moſt. neceſlary and conduceable 
--' ,_ forpreſervationof Truth, for promoving the peace and welfare of 
. —- the Kirk,:and maintaining of the authority of the Aſſemblies there- 
of, but yer purs a reſtriction upon the ſmaller part to proceed even 
ro cenſures againſt che greater parez: but; onely layes downthe rule: 


FE accordingto which they ought to proceed;andbthe ends which they 
5 ought to have before them in their procedures when they do pros 


- ceedunto,- or- abſtain from -cenſures , as- ſeems to'be-clear. by 
their way of Expreſſion ; and to confirm that this'is the meaning, 
'Edefireit to be conſidered: Firſt, that if they had an other meani 
it had been eafie for them to exprefle. it in; ſuch:;words as would. 
. have: holden forth /their ſenſe clearly and unqueſtionably. + Se» 
condly, theſe limitations which: they uſe as to'the matter ofpro- * 
| cedure, are equally holden forth both: to the-greater and ſmaller 
part of Presbyteries and Synods. Thirdly, They did take notice. 
of the ſmaller parts of Presbyteries in ſeverall places of the Country: 
who had withdrawn and ſeparated from the grearer part; and acted, 4 
Presbyterially, and apart by themſelves, not onely without-the. mM 
Fi ; con» 


this power ſeems to be given by the. Aſſembly ro the ſmaller; part, - = 7, 1 
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on of the greater part, yea they did receive Commiſlic ners 
ſome of them, and admitted them to fit as- Members of thei 
7, | ſembly.. Fourrhly, they gave Commiſſions for over-poweltins.. © 
) TE* the greater part in ſomePresbyteries,that Churches might be pla NS 
ed, and things done contrary to the minde of the greater pare. I 
norieas re of 'theſe things, or any. thing that is intended:in* 
the Overture it ſelf” chey will vindicate it from ſuch a meaniog;,T 
believeit ſhall be acceptably taken off their hands, but uncill it be -* 


done, wiſh Bs of them may charge che Pc otelters with ſeparati- « > 


on uponthat- ground for which they themſelves, to the appr - = 


* 


| henſion of the Proteſters, have both in their a&s and'pra S 
clearly paved the way: | | RS k 
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oh TJ ©, being mer in Edivburghat the time appai pointed b 
*& Y _ Y. theformer Aﬀembly at Daxdre,* of purpoſe rot rl 
© E&rhe healing of begun breaches in this Kirk, were interrupted ar 


*gurficſt down-ſitting, and hindered-from conftirurion of the Af- 
*ſembly by our D.ſentingBrethren their offer of Propolicions and - 
-««delires to be granted by us,which could not to any good purpoſe, Sl 
«either be \.. Gas or effecually granced.,as was required, before 4 Il 
* *he Aſſembly was conſtitute, and che Judicatory fixed. , Which © 
«hort delay of our anſwer; till we were in capacity toanſwer.was - 4 © 
©<net with a Proteſtation, prepared before hand, for a declinat: Ro 
- %of the Judicatory, . and all the Commiſſioners of Presþyteries,*'as - 
- *freelychoſen as aoy were,and ſent forth from all parts of theKing- 
- © dom. In which Proteſtation were contained * many grievous and _ 
© unjuſt aſperfions:upon us and others. ( who dare not paſs from £2 
*the poſlelſion of * yearly Generall Afſemblics ; which,, being, in De 

« former times interrupted, was purchaſed at a dear rate, before it 2 
* was recovered) * and all this was preſently pur in Print,,ro the I 
5 N e ercat diladvantage of us. : and miſ-information of {all Mee: - q 
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- *&gns on the one hand, and. Cenſuxes inflited ; or which might 


_ * hates on the matter of our late Diff:rences, about themapa 
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om». After the Aſſembly was conſtitute, *a conference was off» 
©reFby us , whercin ſome from us deſired , Thar to the intear 
Pic gbt joyn the better for promoving'rhe Work 'of Refor- | 
«mation, 


r, gall bars hindering'us from peace, to wits, Proteſtati- 


» 


Te 
it 
* 


jp 


"he infliced, on the other hand , being removed, They ſhould 
© ©. pjve aflurance to forbear to trouble che Kirk, by holding up de- 
« of Publick Aﬀairs. * But after conference , finding JOE 

« of hope for preſerit agreement , we have mide 4 # ſame offer 
<« to all them who adhered to the. Proteſtaction , wherher_ in the - 
*TownFfor the time, or not, as our At ( the Copywhereof is | 
*<ith theſe come to your hands ) at more length doth declare, 
".** and granted unto all, time to adviſe till the ſecond Wedneſday 
&« of November next tocome, And now becauſe -our DO 
© 1Brerhren have the'advantage of the Prefs for the preſent, and- * 
2nd are tp0 to0 diligent and painful j8 gathering of hands and 
« ſubſcriptions to their Proteſtation, of young men or elder , -ma- 
«© ters or ſervants , withoutany tryall of their qualification +, «to 
© ®make'the world think , that the generality of the godly (: as. 
' they in their Papers preſume to call themſelves ) and that in 
* orcat number do ſtand for their diviſive way , * Therefore we 
<« thought it our duty to write unto you all , who love the Union 
; -and Peace of this afflicted Kirk , that by your counſcll,- confer- 
& rence, and all other godly means ,, ſomany as in-your bounds, - 
« Miniſters,or others, are upon this divifive way. , which tenderh 
* ſo-much'to:the hinderance of che Work of Reformation, and - 
Kpeace of the Lo R Ds diſtrefled people may be timguſly reclaimed, 
6. and moved to accept the peaceable off:r made to them by the 
«:Generalt Aﬀſembly, and the reſt withio your bounds may 'be 
« keeped free from this* pncouth ſeparation,that it grow not grea= 
«© xer, * and thar difference of judgment about the. managing. of ; 
&« publick affairs in our late troubles: ,, which occaſioned this un- 
&* happy rupture, may be no prejudice to our joynt aRing in Eccles» 
<« faftick Judicatories , for keeping rhe Liberties thereof, and the- / 
&t peace of this Kirk, which at this crime doth ſo ;ouch'call for come 
* munion of coanſels and aftings : Wherein as you ſhallprove ins , 
**{trumentall , you ſhall be found to do a work - of we; r 
Bm « God, . 
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Lorna ate pwr ys 'of the Publick Reſo- .-Y 
's'of that Aﬀembly to have'ſticred-up the - Mi 
ſtrate apaaſt their Brethren, atid co have made as ; inithe F. 
ws Ie eſe Keſolutions'were' firſt taken,firſt requiring 
Feebywines to cenſurethe oppoſers thereof, then to cite. them to | 4 
the Aſſembly, and i6"the two hee mymg for excluding and+re- . 
moving ther from all Bt clefi Coapiarmets; from Church come - "Y 
munion and fellowſhip ;1 they” muſt now for enſnatitig df than | 

I. ov rendering them conten nd hatefull throughout the land, 


5 Biorons,, ye. in bend pn reel TS. 


iſeription is edmprebetiive ef which alſo 2 ? a3 

veranee of theſeTetters rd'fundry fach in ſeverall _ 

4 parts oft e Country, and by their ſtickling upon the receipt cheres | il 
4-4) _ of many of thefe whoſe admiicrance th Churchifellow- 


Mip, and to power and truſt; is the great: grotnd'of Pederſen 
Riambling'ao grievatice-- 4 ''T'mean many 


10ns,- _WAOYen 


boat Eldinkir h he ret of 


tid rnefa@eondee 
Wicting g the ict of their Aembly fora few dayes , until 
4 A D ſome - 
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| (26): 

"I codfiletabl his of thoſe who did difer from them mighe 
beadvertiſed ro meet : Notwithſtanding that, it was earneſtly de- 
fired; to the effeQrhat by Mnicual evo conference ſome right 
anderitanding might. have; been begotreng. and way -made for he 
_ chuſing of Commiicotrs and ficeang of an- Do s with 'the 
mutual conſent. and-ſatisfaRioo-of both. 2. Becauſe it being 
_ moſt earneſtly deſired, and the Reaſons thereof at 1: arge remonſtra- 
ted unto them the firſt day of their Meeting, t jar they would for- 
bear to conſtiture themſelves in an Aſſembly, until ficſt there might 
-bea Cbaference upon theſe Propoſitions. (;\which:deſire and Re- 
monlttance they: do hete/ſapprefle. putting and xhe 
buſineſſe)) yer did they refuſe the ſarhe, hotwith anding that the 


* -preſerit conliituting of the Afeinbly wast@ make the matter hope 
leſs, and to put us upon theneceſliry- of {1 Y 0 ing unlefle by 
ourſilence being preſent, we would haveinyolved ourſelves in the 

acknowhkdgment of an unlaiyful Auithorir | » and: notwithſtanding 


that the delay was pretſcd by ſome of cheir own number, and that 
it might have been condeſcended unt ; without any detriment-/co 
themſelves, or their cauſe, (unlefſe_ irthad'been two or three dayes 
longer ſtay" in town ) ſecing they could conveniently, according [002 
the ſundry formerinſtaices of that kind,” which, were then given, 
havekept thei Allembly under adjournment, though. not conſti- 
_rurced. 


:C They might have been debated and granted to very good. | 
Orcs the Aſſembly was conſtixured, .and the Judicatorie 


;2becauſe the debating and granting-of themin anamicable 


ina murval free Mecriog of both, was'tlic moſt effeRual | 


means of removing differences at Cheeefing 3, be underſtandi 
indfoufbrvinge Hebacd: lawful Genera y, which woul 
m_ produced. panning ad Bc nb! 5 mw theſe 
ons, whereas to refuſe to Debarey, or grant.any'thing,b 

veal yy os copference,, , Or conſtituti of the A Aſemb bars 
oe ofthe Judicatorics, was:inefed to; _ theſe Propolitioy 

ay apr Roper vr becauſe a mig intent; of thele Pr 
tions was, to find a remedy for the wrong conſticugion 
meet. Aſſembly at Dwwdee',/ and for prevevein 
- Edinburgh gubich. rrp 4 
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H. Nothing was put inprint by order of the he be 


| yer was it not the diſadyantas 


| the Kingdom ; but for giving them"a'true accompe of marters.ax; - *- 


, yet was 


SY 2 "_ & 
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nothing publiſhed 
| made-hopeleſs. 14 | FO; 01 ; 
they neither tell when, nor how; nor to whom it-was offered; and: | 7 
:beleeve it would:trouble them-fo ro do, for'they did keep fuch a 
diſtance that they would neither ſend nor allow'any of their vum- 
ber to-motiona Conference to. their Brethren who were met toge- 
 - ther; bur deſired ſome-of their, vumber co rell ſuch of them as they: 
met-with upon'the ſtreets, "thar they. were willing 'x0.confer ; and. 
*0%'L j D 2 '. "when . TY 
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EET 8 writings hou 
communicate k. | 
byte nthpc oth, eu + 
"K. \ hs this delire was gor hearkened untos nc bo la 
reaſons 1 is given in another Paper loog finceprintedand publiſhed. 
- bo og aet atihat —_ for wp then Brethren 
view 0ghp 29 yoghighlee, and mmediatly chereaf- 
be @by by. their Papers againlt che Reman : : te and Proteſta- 
then —_ came abroad 1n/prints / ft 1 We | 

Ms; There was no diligence nor pains uſed i Þ +48 any! Hagds 
- to their: Peoreſtation,only thoſe who were'come together from ſe- 
yeral parts of the Country from: heir reſpat-and affetion to the 
Cauſe(many of which came commilſionaretfrom orhers).did put. 
to.their Hands; and for thax which'they ay of yoag-men; orel- 
der; maſters. or ſervants, without any teyalor qualification, it is 4 
litzle difdainfully and too liberally ſpoken 3 there were many ho- 
 nourable and-gfave perſobs there , and thought (ome were young- | 
' men or DA min pity is that no mputatiog-echer to themſelvs,or to 
the cauſe which they'waintain :/for it 'ymeither mens age nor con- 
dtiog:that-doth' difference. them in the matters of God, but their 
valification and carriage which:is khowed to-be blamelcſs and chri-" 
_ Rian,as-ro;thoſe who ſabſeri 
' . give anydaſtaceeto the contrary; 1 beleeve: theProceſters will take 
11 for 4favpur' to; haveanyinordinato walker of their number diſ- 
coxgredunco them, &: {bail actompt.ir- not the weakening; but th 
ſireagtheging of cheir Cauſe to be rid of fuch ; yea,at Ws Mecting 
where.the Protettation was ſabſcribed, /igwas their care to admit 
none to joyn with-chem , but ſuch as were of a known! i integrity, 
 ox:if not:fo'well known to wh yetfuch as had the ceſtimogie of 0- 
thers who were known to a); and being ſuch,' how mean foever 
their dition was, chat could not bodx origround to refuſe 
cher y,when i it was willingly offcteds | 
N-; Albeir-2.greae dealiadot is. nadeapoothie expreſlion, yet 
| there i is truth in the bottom of it; moſt of theſe inthe Land, who 
haxe a FOI 5 in. the conſcicnces of cruly- godly! Minter or. 


Pro- 
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;the Proceltarion z/ and if they can. | 
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Profellors either apon the one ſide jor the other, for acquaintance | 
with God and the power of godlineſſe, being of that mind; and if 
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this CY 08 rpg not.., that the generality of the 


for that.divifive way-,. Lf PENG TIER), 208. GH they can leſle 


wicked are againſt 
"anling Way; yeas, Ltrow that ſo-- 
not.refuſe.t, char the wicked, Ma» | 


ality of 


| - contradict, that is. , that th : 
1+ - thatdivifive way,and for their 


Ig ”. 


You y, . 


ber men among themſelves wil 


lignant; looſe, prophane perſons in the Land,almoſt to a man,and 


\ 


as one man,do zealouſly,and.to their pith , oppoſe, and contradi& 
and reproafh that divilive, way , and cordially promoce and com- - 


| nend their umting way. , or the way of theſe exwo Alemblics at 
| Dundee and Edinburgh ; and though this argument be now un- 
dervalued, yet. was.it. wont to bear weight inthe 48 year of God 
againſt the unlawfull engagement. And, I confeſſe, with.meis of a 
very great weight. That, which reliſheth ſo well to. the palate of 
- .  prophane | looſe: men.,: and of ſuch as have zealouſly oppoſed 
= the Work of God, and the power of godlinefſe 'theſe years paſt, 


= 


and wherein theirhearts doth ſo. much rejoyce, I fear, harh roo 
much of the ſpirit of the we:1d,8& roo litle of the ſpirit ofGod in it. 

= - _God,butlicads.inthegood old path of former ſound principles,and 
cagnot be juſtly charged as divifve, becauſe it will not unite with a 
|, - - courſedf defeftion. oat d therefore there can_be no juſt reaſon to 
= 3M fay,that it tends tothe hindering of Reformation and Peace.. The 
. | _ -—- rue fountainof ourdivilions doth ſpring from the Publick Reſo- 
lutions., which divided many from received truths. and former 
54 principles , and did neccſlicate others to. evidence; their. cleaving 
_ thereto, by reſeibying aginh ſuch back-ſliding; neither know I any. 
ff __  thivg that hath ſodireRtly tended to the hindcrance of the Work 


| of Reformation as their Publick. Reſolutions did. The Work. 
|  - ofReformation, as tothe outwards of it in Church and State, did 
£1 much ſtand in parging che Muuſterie and Elderſhips, and the Ju- 
p 2 --*ticatories and the Army, and have'nor ali theſe been obſtructed by 
F'..4 the Publick, Reſolutions, which laid a foundation for bringing into 
the Army and the Jud:catories, men of queſtionable integrity, diſ-- 
atk&:d ro Reformation,and of ſcandalous converſation, and hath 
"not onely blunted , -bur turned che edge of any.zeal chat was for- 


merly beur againſt ignoranr; dit-aff:Rcd and fcandalous Milters 
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and Elders, ind Profcflours, againſt theſe who cannot be'conſenting — — | 


--P; Separation and Schiſme hath been the ordinary charge of - © 
back-fliders, againſt ſuch-as would nor concur.with them in every 
age of the Church, and ſome of the moſt eminent of theſe whore 
now for the>Pablick Reſolutions, may remember, that they were 
tor ohly loaden herewith by the Prelats., when they did oppoſe 
_ the courſe of conformity, but a1fo by all the Malignant/and diſ-af- 
fected perſons in the Lind, when they did oppoſe the courſe of ma- 
ligidaticie; but to ſay nothing , that. this Allembly ar- Edinburgh 
have taught the Proteſters a way of ſeparation, which they cannot 
well tondemne , unlefle they condemne:their own judgment and 
practice, I mean,the allowing of the ſmaller-part, not-only to divide 
fromthe greater ,-but alſo to at without them, "and exerciſe au- 
thority over them. ' Igefire 1.that they will be pleaſed to let the 
worldknow what truth that hath been'taught*in the Church of 
-,  Scotland,cither concerning Faith, or good Warks, or Worſlnp, or 
' Diſcipline, or Government, they have departed or ſeparated from- 
Sita ſeparation,becauſe they will not approve of, nor ſubmit unto ' 
the authority of twocorrupt and unfree Aſſemblies. 2: I-defire 
it to be conſidered, that whatſoever be in the matter of ſeparation, 
the Proteſters are not /eparantes but /eparatiy:not fagierites bur 
- fugats, they are driven-violently by unjuſt cenſures and perſecuti- 
0n,as I have already ſhewen from the Publick Ads 


Q. If they be indeed of the opinion, that difference of judgment | 
. intheſe things ſhould be no prejudice'to joynpafting in PublickJu- © F 
dicarories, then it concernes them for their own vindication , atid + 


for reconciling their praRtice with their opinion,” to tel{--us ' why 
their Aflembly at S.Andrews did not onely approve of the At of Þ 
Commiſſion, appointing thoſe who oppoſe the Publick Reſolute, A 
ons to be cenſured, butaiſo-made AAs of their. own for cenſuring . 
of ſuch; and why the Afembly at E dinbargh did ordain', Thar 8 
Elders and Expcetants, who will not engage themſelves under their © © 
h3nds,to abſtain from holding up this difterence,are tobe excluded - 
from li:ting in Presbyreries, and being received as Miniſters ;' ſure / 

if rhis difference need be-no prejudice to joypt afting-in Publick 
Judicarories, the maintaining thereof is wichout ground made * a/} 
cauſe of ceaſure, which muſt incapacitat mengoacor of cxcluſjon, 
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| Which muſt heb them Hin joynt Qing i in follewergakls oy 


'- under their hands 
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- ſaid to this,I do not know, unleſle it be alleaged,, that it is not 
y difference of judgments that is made 3 ground of ceoſiire or 


rat hg but Nilrence of pacgnent kythed in 0 poſingthe Pub» _ 


lickReſoluriohs,or holding up debates and controverſies th preach- 


ing-or Writing about theſe Ufings bur firlt; "if it be meant of that = 


difference of judgment that is inward onely;i it is to ſmall purpoſe, 


becauſe hafbeing latent and not known to: me, cannot..be -made 


a ground.for my wich-drawing from joynt ating with theſe who 
thus difſerfrom me. 2 and if ir be known and profeſſed, 'how.ſhall 
there be any known difference of judgment, without ſome oppoſi- 
tion tothe adyerſe judgmenr,eſpecially if it be eſtablſhed.im aLaw, 


he who profeſſesiand declares the difference of his judgement from 
faQion therewith,is he not in ſo far, a \weiks 


go p ft oo. 


ner, gainſayery. and”; oppoſer thereof. 2, If they mean. itehus; 


they have not-meaſu red the ſame meaſure unto prot: and to 


others ; they will h haye others to' paſſe from -their.Proreſtations 


na otherwiſe the yy Will not a& joyntly with them:in-rhe/Judi> 
hetn che legall.capacity to a&tar all ,, and; yet 
-06 ſuch things themſelves in-reference.to theit 


ENT and oy s thereof, yea, will have theſe Aſſemblies to 


ad la vfg!l, and all the Acts thereof; 'wherein [their - 
:q judgment is involve red; 


EC Sas binding and obligatory, they! deſire:that 
their Brethren may be dealt with, not to ler this hinder;them' from 
ajoynt afting in thePublick Johor s--/ 3; If it got the 
oppoſing g of Public 


- have young men 8 
clare themſelves ner J 
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"and to engage themſelves not to! hold up des - 
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of; bot their grants an conceſſions do include for the rule,acc 
ding to. which they-are to be regiabogs viz, the Ats of General 
Aſſemblies, and Conſtitations of this Church indefinitely, whi h 
in their ſenſe doth clearly and undeniably inchude the Atsof th 
laft Aſſembly at' Dundee and Edinburgh, which inſtead of 
ingofthe Church from-ignorant and dilafk:Fed and ſcandalous 
Magiſters andProfeffors purge ut from a very great part of the able. 
well affe&2d-& good Miniſters Elders, ExpeRants, and:Profeffors 
of the Land, becauſe of their not acknowledging the authority, 
and acquieſcing tothe Conſtitutions of theſe Aſlemblies. . _...,.. 
-.4« Theit aRions (which before the Lord, an 1 alſo with in- 
telligent and'difcerning men, are the molt reall evidences of the 
reallity'and fingerity of mens intentions Þ, fiace that.time Jo de- 
monſtrate, whether they have granted the deſice of thele Propo- 
fitions : Tell me how many ignorant, diſaffe&ed, ſcanlalous Mi 
nitters ot Elders, arc cenſured by the Authors'of the Publick Re 
ſolutions fince the laſt Aſſembly, 'or how aavy; lawtully depoſed. 
: and unlawfully «dmitfed are proceeded «gainſh, cc. T acy would 
fain find ſome'ſhadoye of an excule fer;{o groſk an overſight, and 
caſt the blame upon the Proteſters , who lay they have ſo. weak- 


"ned the authority of the Church, that ber cenſures are rendered 
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they have not cepſured,who/havenot ſubmitted t6 their:cepſures. 


4+ The not ſubmitting to;their cenſures oth not binder. themev 
proceed yery'zexiouſly againſt ſundry Miniſters, and maty-Elders 
Who adherence the Proteſtazion, xnd bear teltimony. againſt the 
Pablick. Reſolutions ? LetG tences ſpeak ay'be toreth tozd, 
whether the have faithfully.and zealouſly! : SY 


ang authority that remains with them in Syno exbyteriesand 


Seſlions for purging of the houſe of GoJ, even according tathele 
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- andattaining of Union-and Peace; upon ſuch” 


for ſecuring.andpromoving the Work of /Reformation at 
us, tight in-Tgreat part have acquited our conſcierivesjand” 


many and great eating which do-cnfos to the Work- and 
People of God, by our contitined Diviſions; (and-our ardent de- 
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us to lay hold upon the-opportubity-of yo uicetitip toy 

this were, and'to repreſerit unto you,loine neee 
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poſitions, as a fit ſubJeQt of our conference ; and that we were 
"willingto hear what ſhould be cftcred by you to us, in order to 

_ _ theſe ends; and, that therefore you would forbear to afſume un- 
to.your ſelves the power of, or conſtitute your ſclves into un Gen, 
flembly. And when we found this in-efteual, ard aur Union: 
rendred\more hopeleſs, by your denying adeſire-ſo juſt and rea- 
| lonable, and ſo-ugreeable to the praRtice of former Afſembli:s, 
as was inſtanced before you by theſe who-knew the Records: - 
Nevertheleſs upon a ſurmiſe of a. purpole 10 you to confer with 
vs, wedidforidivers'dayes wait upon you, being deſirous to have 
ſeen upori your party ſoimeſerious'a ppiying of your ſelves tothe, 
real means of healing, and to have found folid ſatisfaction unto 
the things contained in the Propoſitions offered :to you by us : 
Bat in place of this, the Brethren who were appointed by you to 
confer with-ſome of our. number, aid intimateuntous , "that all 
which they had in Commiſſion to make offer of, was, That ye 
were willing to take-off the Cenfures iofied by the former Aſ- -- 
: . © ſembly at'St. Andrews and Dwunate, 3nd the Cenſurableneſs that 
b perſons, who have tranſgreſſed againſt the As thereof might be - 
"'F Hable tinto': Providing, that theſe Brethren cenſured, and deſer- 
ving'Cenfſute; ſhould paſs from their Proteſtation againſt the for- 
nierand-preſent Aſſemblies, and judicially before their Presby- 
teries and;Synods,, engage themſelves under their hands, not 
hereafter to deliver their Judgmentsan Preaching or Writing, or 
any way elſe to hold up the late difterences. - Which Overture 
when it wascarneſily defired by theſe of ur number to be giye 
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